GENERAL INFORMATION
Through lectures and laboratory work, this course focuses on the experimental study of mechanical behavior of engineering materials. The theoretical background and techniques used for testing are extensively discussed in class, alongside the lab sessions. The lab work involves several lab projects as well as various testing demonstrations. The majority of the projects involve specimen design, analysis, instrumentation, theoretical prediction, and discussion. The class is divided into groups, with each group responsible for all aspects of a particular project. The course is concluded by a student led Annual Workshop on Construction Materials covering presentations of various group final projects.
Class Website:
Blackboard (https://blackboard.usc.edu/) is used as the main source of communication between instructors and students. Class material including announcements, notes, handouts, assignments, and projects will be available on Blackboard during the semester. Students are responsible for downloading the material in a timely manner and printing their own hardcopies if desired. Students are expected to visit the class Blackboard site frequently for updates.
Text:
Class and lab will be based primarily on lecture notes. There is no required text. However, the following books are relevant reference text books. 
Grading:
The breakdown of the course final grade is as follows:
5%
Attendance record for lecture and lab 25% Homework assignments and lab reports 40% Two midterm exams 30% Final project report and presentation
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Statement for Students with Disabilities
Any student requesting academic accommodations based on a disability is required to register with Disability Services and Programs ( 
Statement on Academic Integrity
USC seeks to maintain an optimal learning environment. General principles of academic honesty include the concept of respect for the intellectual property of others, the expectation that individual work will be submitted unless otherwise allowed by an instructor, and the obligations both to protect one's own academic work from misuse by others as well as to avoid using another's work as one's own. All students are expected to understand and abide by these principles. Scampus, the Student Guidebook, contains the Student Conduct Code in Section 11.00, while the recommended sanctions are located in Appendix A:
http://www.usc.edu/dept/publications/SCAMPUS/gov/ Students will be referred to the Office of Student Judicial Affairs and Community Standards for further review, should there be any suspicion of academic dishonesty. The Review process can be found at:
http://www.usc.edu/student-affairs/SJACS/
